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Francis Bugg's 


Preſumprtauous Impeachment, 


Pretended on Behalfof the Commons of Exgland, againſt the 
QU A KERS Yearly-Meeting. 


Aſing by a great number of this Apoſtates Lies, Raileries, 
and Foul Calumnies in bis ſaid Pamphler, let's a little ob- 
ſerve his Pretended /mpeachmen: againſt our ſaid Yearly 

Meeting in 1693. viz. That they did Contrive, Make, and Promulgate 
ſeveral Conſtitutions, and Canons Eccleſiaſtical, containing in them divers 
Matters and Things, contrary to the Fundamental Laws and Siatutes of 
the Realm, againſt the King's Prerogative, againſt the Rights of Parlia- 
ments, againſt the Property and Liberty of the Subji&, and Matters texd- 
ing 10 Sedition, ard gx anne Conſequence, Thus far F. Bugg, &c. 

Well Poſtpone the Queſtion of his Authority for ſuch Impeach- 
ment until ſome other Opportuaity, and come to the Matter. 

Alas poor Man! Whither will not Pride, Malice, and Conceit, 
hurry Men who have turn'd their Backs of Truth? Bur we ſincerely 
deny his Impeachment as very Abuſive, as well as deadly Malicious ; 
for they were Two Epiſtles he thus accuſeth, the one in 1693. in 
2692, and by himſelf ſo Tern'd _ Granted to be 5. e. Epifles, and 

con- 
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confequently not contrived Conſtitutions and Canons, but Epifer, 
wherein ſeveral Matters of Chriſtian Advice are recommended ( and 
not Impoſed ) as in the ſame Epiſtles is plainly declared, among 
which our Chriſtian Teſtimony Born, and Greatly Suffered for, a- 
gEainſt the Oppreſſion of Tythes, &c. is recommended to our Friends 
Due or Chriſtian Care for the maintaining thereof ; (but with no ſuch 
Threat, as fail not at their Peril, as is moſt falſly obſerved; page 3.) 
This, together with our Friends deeming the Oppreſſian of T 5 
now in the Goſpel Day, Antichriſtian, our Adverſary renderg, ſuffi- 
cient proof of his Charge afore-cited ; but his Inveterate Envy has 
blinded hiin therein : For, as it has been always our Principle, ſince 
we were a Pcople, for Conſcience ſake to Chriſt, to refuſe the pay- 
ment of Tythes, as well as Oaths and Swearing, thereby not deſign- 
ing any Injury either to King or Government. but only to kcep our 
Conſciences clear in the ſight of God, deſiring that none among us 
may wrong their Conſciences therein : So we are not Convinced, that 
it can bz againſt the Fundamental Laws of the Land, either to deny 
Tyth:s now in this Goſpel Day, or to deem them Antichriſtzan, as 
they were Impoſcd by Papes, and Popiſh Laws, which are not the 
Funda:nental Laws of this Realm, as fallly Charged ; and our Teſti- 
' 1yony herein does rather aff:& a Popiſh Clergy, than a. Proteſtant 
Civil Government. Tho? it be a great Crime with our Adverfary, 
t2 count the Paſment of Ty:hes ro Priefts, erther Antichriſtian, or a de» 
nal of Chriſt come inthe Fliſh;, altho? many of the firſt Returm?®d Pro- 
tzſtants and Martyrs w:re of the ſame Judgment with us. And in 
iome other Proteſtant Countreys, they are not impoſed nor payed to 
this day ;z nor is there any Perſecutionfor them. . 

* Both Fobn Wickcliff William S winderby, Walter Brute, Will; am Thorp, 
© the Bohergans, with other:,mentriond in the Book of Martyrs, and 0- 
*thers,did bearTeſtimony againſt the Correption of the Popiſh Clergy, 
.* and againſt Tythes, and Compelled Mainrenance, by the Civil Ag- 
* thority, (and were not theſe Martyrs Chriſtians? )this sf their op- 
* poling Tyrhes, was made a principal Articke againſt them-by the Pa- 
* piſts,as more largely appears in the Firſt Volame of Martyrs, in the 
" Reigns of Richard the Second, Henry the Fourth,and Henty the Fifth. 

* What a plain Teſtimony did Joh» Wicke/iff give: againſt the 
Impolition of Tythes and Temporalities, counting them pure Alms ; 
- and that the Diſciples of Chriſt have no power to exaft byCivitAu- 

thoriry, Temporalities, or Temporal Things, by their Cenſnres, 
which be vindicates, by Chriſt's forbidding his Apoſtles: Civilly to 
, Reign, 
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Reign, 'or bearany Lordſhip, as he faith from Luke 23. See Vol. 
Mart. Fol. 5&4, $56, 569. 

- And among other Articles gathered out ofhis Beoks by his Adver- 
faries, the Paxiſts, thereare theſe, viz, | 


© 1. *All ſuch as be Hired for Temporal Living, to Pray for other, 
Offend, and Sin of Simony. 

2. To Enrich the Clergy is againſt the Rule of Chriſt. 

3. The Pope with all his Clergy, having thoſe Great Poſſeſſons as 
they have, be Hereticks in ſo having ; and the Secular Powers in ſo 
Suffering them, do not well, 
4+ There is no greater Heretick or Antichriſt, than that Clerk 
which teacheth, That it is Lawful for Prieſts and Levirtes of the Law 
of Grace, to be endued with Temporal Poſleſſions. Vol. 1. Fol. 

37, 588. 

: This is that Famous Joh» Wickeliff, as F. B. moſt highly commends 
him, p. 7. and yet molt ſhamefully quarrclz with the Quakers for re- 
newing and aſſerting his, and other Famous Proteſtants and Martyrs 
Teitimonics agatalt rhe Corruption of Prieſts, and Popiſh Impeliti- 
on and Oppreſſion of Tythes. 

Alſo Water Brute, another Famous Proteſtant Witneſs, declared 
againſt the Payment of Tythes to Chrilt's Miniſters, and againſt th:ir 
Prieſts having the Property of Tythes, Vol. I. Fol. 633. deeming 
their Claiming the ſame, to be a ſtarting back from Fervant Charity, 
a departing backward, &c. Fol. /-id. 

But more particularly to cur preſent purpoſe, ſee the Ample Te- 
ſtimony given by William Thorp, who is Recorded to be a good Man, 
and Bleſſed Servant of God, and ſuppoſed to have died, either by be: 
ing ſecretly made away, or elſe by Sickneſs through his Cloſe Con- 
finement in Priſon; in his Examination before the Pepiſh Archbiſhop, 
viz. *St. Paul ſaith, That Tythes were given in the Old Law to ; yol.1,of 
©Levites, and to Prieſts, that came of the Lineage of Levz ; but our Mart.Fol. 
© Prielts he ſaith came not of the Lineage of Levi, but of the Lineage 799» 708. 
© of Judah, to which Judah no Tythes were promiſed to he given; 10,5:-0es 
*and therefore Paxl ſaith, Since the. Prieſthood is changed from the g.;gu. 
©Generatian of Levi,to the Generation of Judah, Þ it is neceſſary, that 
' * changing allo be made of the Law, ſothat Prieſts live now without , zz, ». 
© Tythes, &c. at which the Archbiſhop was offended , and faid,, 
"© God's Cauſe. have thou, and mine for this Teaching, &c. Thou 
© fiſt it isnot-Lawful to take Tyrhes, thus thou giveſt to Lerires of 
"E908 | A 2 
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e Old Law, more freedom than to Prieſts of the New Law. To 
© which W. Thorp anſwers; and I ſaid, Sir, I marvel that you under- 
< ſtand this plain Texcof Paul thus, Ye wot well that the Levites and 
© Prieſts of the Old Law, that took Tythes, were not ſo free, nor ſo 
© perfeCt, as Chriſt and his Apoſtles that rook no Tythes : And Sir, 
© there is a Door, ( | think that 1s St. Jerom) that ſaith thus, The 
© Prieſts that Challenge now in the New Law Tythes, ſay in effe&, 
* Tnat Chriſt is not become Man, nor that he hath yet ſuffered 
© Death for Man's Love ; wherefore this Do@or ſaith this Sentence, 
© Since Tythes were the Heirs any Wages limited to Levites, and 
© to Prieſts of the Old Law, for bearing about of the Tabernacle, 
© and for ſlaying -of Beaſts, and-birning of Sacrifices, &c. Thoſe 
ce *Prieſts that will challenge or take Tyties, deny that Chriſt is come 
© inthe Fleſh, and do the Prieſts Ofhice of the Old Law, for whom 
© Tythes were granted ; for elfe, as this Door ſaith, Prieſts take 
*©now Tythes wrongfully, The Arcibiſhop ſaid to his Clerks, Heard 
you ever Lzell ſpeak thus, &c ? Deeming what he ſaid, an Ex- 
*punging the Freedom of Holy Church 3 to which William Thorp an- 
* ſwers; and [I ſajd, Sir, Why call ye the taking of Tythes, and of 
© ſich other Duties that Prieſts Challenge now wrongfully, the free- 
* dom of Holy Church, ſince nzither Criſt, nor his Apoſtles chal- 
© lenged, nor took ſuch Duties, therefore theſe takings of Prieſts 
© now, are Rot called juſtly the freedom of Holy Church ? Bur all 
© ſuch giving and taking, ovghr to be called and holden the ſlandercus 
© Covetouſneſs of Men of the Holy Church. And the Archbiſhop ſaid 
© unto me, Why Loxzell, wilt not thou, and other that are Confece- 
© rate with thee, ſeek out of Holy Scripture, and of the Senſe of Do- 
* tors, -all ſharp Authorities a2ainſt Lords, Knights, and Eſquires; 
* and againſt other Secular Men, as thou dolt agaiaſt Prieſts? To 
* which W. Thorp anſwers; and I ſaid, Sir, Whatſoever Men or Wo. 
* men, Lords or Ladi:s, or any otter that are preſent in our Preach- 
© ing ſpecially, orin our Communing, after our Cunning, wetell out 
©tothem their Office, and their Charges : But Sir, ſince Chryſoſtom 
*ſaith, That Prieſts are the Stomach of the People, it is needful in 
© Preaching, and alſoin Communing,to be moſt buſie about this Prieſt- 
© hood; ſince by the Viciouſneſs of Prieſts, both Lords and Commons 
& © are mol ſinfully infeted, and led-intothe Worlt : And becauſe that 
* the Covetouſneſs of Prieſts, and Pride, and the boaſt that they 
© have and make of their Dignity and Power ; deſtroyeth not only the 
* Vertues of Prieſthood in Prieſts themſelves, but alſo over mm. it 
irreth 
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*{tirreth God to take Great Vengeance, both upon the. Lords, and 
upon the Commons, which ſuffer theſe Prieſt» Charitably, Thus 

far W. Therp, as in the Book of Martyrs. Vol. 1. p. 700, 708, Prin- 

ted 1641. 

Now Reader, from all this precedent Diſcourſe obſerve, That 
Tythes have been long ſince deemed an Antichriſtian Yoak, aad noc 
io Ordained and Enacte1 by any Convocation of the Quakers, as F. B. 
fallly acculetn them, p. 4. Neither do they hold 4 Gov.r.ment agatnſt 
ihe Government, nor ſummons their Elders Jo 10 do, as heaiſo tally cuarg- 
eth them, Þ. 4+ | 

Alſo*tis a Falſe, Cruel and Unnatural Conſequence, That they Ab- 
ſolve the King*s Subjeits from re Attive Obedience, P. 4. Alfoicisa 
Groſs and Falſe Accuſation, That they hold a Corvention Annually, by 
way of Co.vocation, 10 make Laws and Ordinances, conirary and Yepng = 
nant tothe Laws ad Statures of this Realm, which tend to Subvert the Gy- 
v.rnment, 4"d that may be of dangerow Conſequence; all which beſ peaks 
an Envious, Perſecuting Spirit, as well as Notorius Falſhood, con- 
trary to the Intent and End of any of our Mzetings, and to the Chri- 
ſtian Advice given in ſeversl of our Yearly Epiltles, for a Peaceable, 
Quiet and Inoffenſive Converſation under the Civil Government. 

And farther Obſerve, That the Impoſitioa of Tythes in the Go- 
ſpel Times, by the Pope, and by Popiſh Laws, Penalties and Perſe- 
cution, ſhould be deem*d Antichriſtian, is no -new thing, *tis- no 
Law, Cannonnor Edict, Contrived at either of our Yearly Meetings, 
Charged by this Preſumpiuous Impeacher, as is evident, being ſo ad- 
jadged both by thoſe former Famous Proteſtants and Martyrs, as al- 
ſo by our Friends ever ſince we were a People. 

He argues Unchriſtianly, and bur like the Popiſh Biſhops, Pri:ſts, 
and Perſecutors againſt the Martyrs, in his Conſtruing, That or 
Judgment is againlt the King, Parliament, Laws or Goverment, be- 
cauſe he ſuppoſes them alſo Zealous for Tythes, which is no Chriſti- 
an, but a FYopiſh Perſecutors Argument, and no proof of the Truth 
of what he would promote. 

He may ſee that William Thorp refleQts on both great Men, Lords 
and Commons, for upholding the Prieſts in their Covetouſneſs by 
Tythes, &c, yet F. Bugg by his Miſchievouſly, Malicious Conſequence 
azainſt us, would make us Obnoxious, to Incenſe the Government 
unto a New Perſecution againſt us, although ſuch Impoſition and Per- 
ſecution for Tythes as we have Teſtified againſt, does nor ſo Effett 
the preſent Government as he would infinaate, but the contrary, ſee- 
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ing we are rot under a Perſecvting Government now, neither did 
the preſent Government make any- of thoſe Old fevere Laws for 
Tythes, which were made in PopHh Times; as in King Horry YI; 
Days, 2nd others; but even in ſandry Seſſions of Parliament,” within 
this Three or Four Years; endeavonrs have beeniufed to mitigate the 
Penalty, -and to prevent impriſonment on -Excommuniication, oe, 
by feveral Bills prepared in Each Houſe of Parliament, for ttie- more 
EaſteRecovery of Small Tythes. VE 

His Rideons Railing Aſper ſions and Calumnies caſt upon our 
Friend G.YV. we have no Cauſe to Credir, he*s better known to us 
to be a Man of an -Haneſt and Peaxceable Converſation, as w-ll as of 
Good Fame and Reputation among Men, and therefore look on F. 
Bugg*s Railing and Calumnies againſt him, as proceeding from mzer 
Malice and Revenge, chicfly becanſe 6G. ZY. has frequenily Antici- 
pated his Wicked Deſigns, by Unmasking him, and Confuting his 
Malicious Aſperſions and Calumnies in his Lying Pamphtets. 

Our Perſecuting Adverſary boaſts of his proffering ro meet G. W, 
and of his coming up to Loxdon, and accepting G. Ws offer in his 
Vindication, &c. which offer was, to make it plainly appear before 
any Ten or Twelve- Competent Witneſſes, That Fran. Bugg has 
Groſly and Wickedly Abuſed and Perver:ed Truth, and wrong'd the 
People called Quakers, both in Charge, Citation and Obſervation, 
P- 5- Which was in Relation to F. Z's Malicious Sheet Pamphler, 
which he delivered to the Members of Parlizment, to whom allo 
G. W's Anſwer in plain Confutation thereof was after delivered. But 
F. B. here leaves-out part of G.//*s Charge thereia exhibitcd a- 
gainſt him, viz. | 

© And that in his late Book, New Rome A-rraioned, he has forged 
© Notor.o:s Lies in other Mens Names, to Ridicule, Defame, and 
© Scandalize divers Citizens of Londox, and Men of good Repute, 
© Condemning them alſo to the Pillory as Perjured Perſans, in his pre- 
©tended Trial in a Way of Judicature, Unwarrantahly Afted by him- 
© ſelf, aſſuming the Place of both Judge, . Accuſer, Jury, Condemner 
6 and Executioner, with a Form ofa Pillory, and Effigies in it, to 
6 repreſent the Perſons ſo groſly Scandalized by bum, Quakers Y mnadje 
FAarnnmn » 4+ . 

Bbr.F. 3. being Conſciencious- to himſelf, was willing. to evade 
this Oharge, by Framing New Articles agdinlt G, W. .and making his 
own Terms of teaving'Matters tothe Jadgment and Deciſion of ſuch 


85 he calls Dif-iutereſted Perſans,..namely, any Six, Ten or Twelve 
Perſons 
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Ferſops equally Choſen out of the Epiſcqpalians rh ne oj fade: 
pendants or Baprifts, as he nowagain Th to whoſe dement” 
Deciſion G. W. did not think it Reaſonable to refer Matters of Re- 
_ and yr que auch were part of the Conttoverſie mes 
them,..nor on ſuch Implicige. Terms, to give away. a A64o hi 
. own Ganſcience and Religinns Parſiraſion, to choſe of Gs t Per- 
ſwaſions from him, whichtherefore were not DiPintereſted Perſdns, 
as F. B. calls them : Yet nevertheleſs many are Witneſſes, that G. W. 
did purſuant-to his Charge, ſend F. Bugg.divers Challenges, when in 
the City, and appainted, and gave him ſufficient, notice before-hand 
of divers Meetings, for a fair Diſcourſe or Diſphteof all the Matters 
in Charge Interchangeably between them, both* before Comperent 
Wunſſ-s, according as firſt propoſed, but F. B. to evade and ſhift off 
ſuch a Diſquiſition, ſtill infiſted upon leaving Matters to the Judg- 
ment and Deciſion of Epiſcepalians, ( as he Terms them ) Prezbyteri- 
ans, Indezendantsand Baptiſts, as before, p. 5,6. 
but now ſee how knowingly Unfair his Propoſal herein was, after 
in his Iut-oduQtion he thus falſly Rails againſt G. W. and the Quakers 
Books, a3 none ſo Bad, none ſo Groſs, none ſo Blaſphemous, but G. 
Whitekead, the Quakers Bel/armine , will undertake to Vindicate 
them, who for this Forty Years, and upward, hath been like Iſh: 
macl, his Hard againſt Epiſcopalians, againſt Precbyteriass, Indepen- 
Aants and Bap'iſts, and theirs againſt him, p. 2. Suchthenare F. Buy gs 
Diſ-intei eſted Perſons, whoſe Hand isagainſt G. W. as he confeſleth, 
and yet would have him leave the Matters of Fatt in Controverlic, 
( wherein Dod@rine was Concerfiiet ) to their Judgment-and Decilian, 
which G. W. not aſſeating to F. B, always refuſed to diſcourſe him, as 
he confefſeth, p.5. So that G. W. muſt either before-hand Engag: 
to ſubmit to the Judgment and Deciſion of his Adverſaries, whoſe 
hee” yoke againſt him ( as F. B. ſaith ) orelſe no good Diſf- 
'<ourfe pr Diſpute. F; Bugg.:; Oh Miſrable! What, Man, of Senge, 
Religion or. Ganſcience,, will profbrgte dy £0 fack is Parch Th. 
Qtates? But G. W*s offer to him was more Generous, Free and Eaſfie, 
namely, to prove his ſaid Charge againſt him, and Diſpute Matters 
before any Ten or Twelve Competent Witneſſes, who were Moderate Men 
of Common Senſe) leaving them free to their Judgments, as God 
ſhould perſwade them, as we all ſhould be left, and as F. B. would 
be loath to be pre-engaged himſclf to ſubmit to the Judgment and 
Deciſion of his Adverſaries and Enemies, even in Civil Things, much 
Ie inRe}igious, if he hath any Religion leftin him ) and we doubt 
nor 
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epi bot bot G. W: is Rfll ready 46 make good his Offer and Charge again 
| on the ſame Free atid Equal Terms, as fitſt by him propoſed , 
in bis ſaid Yindicotion, Þ. 4. 


London, the 4. of the © © Signed on Behalf of our Friends and Yearly 
| «th. Month, 1695, | ne. ( /o peremporily Impeached 
In ly Fran. Bugg ) 


_ John GS Thomas Lower, 
\/ Samuel Watſon, William Bingley. 
- John Field, ** 


' London, Printed and Sold by T. Sowle, near the Mecring-honſe in 
| White- Harr-Court, in Gracjons- Sereer. 1698, 


